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     ñWar & Peaceò are big concepts for our two and a half to 12-

year-old students at SAINTS. In order to still convey the  

meaning of these words, we rephrase them to something children  

understand: ñfighting & making up.ò This year our teachers and 

staff had a ñpeace workshopò using  Peace Skills by Ronald  

Kraybill. When we face different opinions, we often stop  

listening to each other and stop communicating. One of the main 

skills that Kraybill refers to is the ability to communicate  

rationally and with the other personôs feelings in mind. We hope 

these peacemaking skills will affect all of our relationships we 

have at school such as child to child, teacher to child, parent to  

parent,  teacher to parent, etc. We would like to focus on devel-

oping these skills of peace because we have a unique school with 

diverse cultural and linguistic backgrounds, differing early child-

hood educational experiences and various sets of expectations.  

     Recently, I read an eye-opening essay by Nicholson Baker 

about the pacifistsô proposal to negotiate with Hitler during 

World War II. Most people, even peacemakers, may say, ñBut 

Hitler was an exception.ò In his case, all that opposed him  

become just war theorists. But in this article, Baker asserts that 

we could have prevented the killing of more Jews and prisoners 

of war by negotiating with Hitler to let them leave the country. 

We could have issued more immigrant visas and sent trains to 

Germany to allow the Jews to flee. Hitlerôs reaction to the  

bombings was only aggravation and the solidification of his  

position against the Jews. What if the pacifists would have 

reached Hitler through open communication? Do you think our 

history books would be different? In the Bible, Jesus said, ñSettle 

your differences.ò To me it seems that Jesus encourages us to 

talk to all people and instructs us not to give up on other human  

beings. Jesus probably would not have wanted to make an  

exception for war even for Hitler.  

     From these heavy and historical examples, I am able to  

challenge SAINTS children not to give up on anybody around 

them. Thus, we are intentionally working on developing simple 

skills to make peace among us such as: 1. Letôs listen to each  

other. 2. When we listen, maybe we can agree and make up. 3. 

Even if we cannot agree, we can agree to disagree, which will 

also lead to making up. The students at SAINTS are a distinctive 

community of friends, but even friends disagree. We are working 

on teaching them how to become peacemakers by using everyday 

situations as a learning opportunity. For example, once they  

understand that they all like recess time to play together, they 

will learn to clarify a simple rule to keep the peace while playing 

dodge ball or instead of fighting over a crayon in Kindergarten, 

peacefully talk to each other and share. We can never start too 

young to solve one conflict at a time, no matter how big or small     

      it may be. We hope by practicing these seemingly easy  

            ñPeace Skillsò now, that our students will make a  

            difference and be international peacemakers of the future. 
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Blessed are the Peacemakers, for They Will be Called the Children of God 
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Shizue Yamazui, 4-year-old Class Teacher 
 

     ñThere is someone behind the fence!ò This was the 

origin of an interesting letter exchange that began in 

April. Almost every day letters were exchanged  

between the Cherry class children and Rakusa, the 

mysterious invisible person behind the fence who had 

no friends. First the children told Rakusa how to make 

friends, ñIf you donôt know someoneôs name, you  

introduce yourself first. When you know his/her name, 

you can play together. That is how we become 

friends.ò In one letter from Rakusa, he wrote that he 

doesnôt know how to get along with his friends very 

well. A kind Cherry class child wrote, ñJust tell them 

you like them or say something to make them happy.ò 

Rakusa replied ñWhat can I say to make them happy?ò 

The Cherry class children then had the opportunity to 

teach Rakusa many phrases such as ñI like you very 

much.ò ñThank you.ò ñLetôs play together.ò ñI can 

share this with you.ò Sometimes, Rakusa even  

mentioned some problems we had in the class and I let 

Rakusa ask the children what they should do. At first 

only a couple of children expressed their opinions. 

After several exchanges of letters with their new  

invisible friend, more children started to think about 

the problems and express their thoughts. Although 4-

year olds usually only think about themselves, I  

believe the Cherry class children learned how to care 

about their friends through the wonderful exchange  

with Rakusa. 

                                                           I Will Solve Your Problem 
                       ~ Exchanging Letters with an Invisible Friend ~ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Home-grown cucumbers are fresh and tasty! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Working together to make a delicious lunch! 



3 

  

 
We made our own carp streamers for  

Childrenôs day! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Say ñCheese!ò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Our tomato plants are almost as tall as us! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Having fun in the sun! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
We found many Easter eggs on our hunt! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Our Family Field Trip to the Park 


